


Art
Art is a subject which teaches students to broaden their thinking and 
tap into their ability to be creative. In this programme students are 
challenged with a range of activities in two and three dimensions and 
encouraged to learn skills to assist them in responding.

They will develop drawing and other practical skills, be encouraged to 
problem solve and given opportunities to consider the contexts of art 
in our society.

This course is set at Level 4 of the Arts Curriculum.

Computer Studies
Students taking this subject will be encouraged to develop problem 
solving and communication skills using a range of computer 
applications. Topics include graphics, design and layout, multimedia, 
spreadsheets, the Internet, programming and keyboarding. The course 
is designed to provide the skills necessary for the successful use of 
ICT at the college as well as providing the basis for ongoing study in 
Computing.

Drama
Drama is an exciting half year course suitable for anyone—whether 
they have previous performance experience or not. We explore acting 
styles and techniques in a fun and innovative way. At the end of the 
�rst term students produce mini productions in small groups, using 
scripts and involving costume, set and props. 

In the second term students develop more specialist performance and 
devising skills. We will work in groups to write, direct and perform 
stories researched from our family histories. During the production 
process students will have the opportunity to learn the technical skills 
of lighting and sound.

Drama is mainly a practical subject but the course also features written 
evaluation and research.

Economics
Economics in Year 9 is designed to help students understand why  
and how they, and groups such as family and whanau, make economic 
decisions. Students will look at such issues as how to make informed 
choices, spending and saving, the advantages and disadvantages of 
borrowing and insurance. The course is also designed to help students 
learn to manage their own money and to become skilled at personal 
record-keeping, as an introduction to accounting.

English
English language is fundamental to all learning, both now and in the 
future. The English programme is a dynamic and challenging course 
which emphasises positive and active participation to develop skills 
and build students’ con�dence in all areas. 
Students study, use and enjoy language and literature communicated 
orally, visually or in writing and this leads into NCEA English at Levels 
1, 2 and 3.

Food and Biotechnology
This course aims to increase students’ understanding of how various 
techniques are used to design and make a range of food products.

In Food Technology students will follow the design brief process. They 
will be involved in developing a food product from the initial concept 
stage through to the development of a �nal product.

In Biotechnology students will research the processes involved in the 
production of foods using Biotechnology principles.

Food and Nutrition
This course aims to provide students with opportunities to gain the 
nutritional knowledge and practical skills required to understand and 
implement healthy food choices.

This course also focuses on encouraging students to think critically 
about the impacts of everyday food choices on personal and societal 
health and wellbeing.

This course is divided into four topics. In each topic there is a 
variety of practical cooking activities as well as a range of written 
tasks and projects.

French
Students learn how to greet and introduce people, count to 100, say 
how old they are and where they live, talk about family and about 
school. They will learn skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening 
to enable them to read simple stories in French, write a description 
of themselves and follow basic spoken French. Students will also 
learn about life in France and some French speaking countries, and 
so develop some understanding of the French way of life. If you have 
studied French at Year 9, you are able to continue with the language 
at Year 10.

Graphics & Design
Graphics at Year 9 level is an introductory course that seeks to 
communicate design ideas through drawing. This subject endeavours 
to further develop the natural creative talents of students by developing 
the skills such as:

·	 Constructing models and mock-ups to test design ideas

·	 Designing and producing freehand and instrumental drawings

·	 Demonstrate a range of drawing skills to express, develop  
and communicate ideas

·	 Using a variety of presentation and illustrative techniques to 		
describe shape and structure.

German
Our aim is to develop basic language skills so that the students can 
introduce themselves and talk about their hobbies, school and family 
life in German. Reading, writing and listening skills will also be 
developed. The students will be able to write a letter to a German 
penfriend, read simple stories and follow basic spoken German. 
Through learning about life in Germany and other German speaking 
countries such as Austria and Switzerland, students develop a better 
understanding of cultural differences. 

If you have studied German at Year 9, you are able to continue with the 
language at Year 10.

Health Education
The Year 9 Health Education Programme revolves around 
encouraging students to value themselves, to take responsibility for 
their own health, and to provide the skills needed to make informed 
decisions about health issues.

The following themes are included in the programme:

·    Friends and Friendship	 ·    Mental Health Matters 
·    Alcohol		  ·    Keeping Ourselves Safe

Japanese
Students learn to greet and introduce people, count to 100, respond 
to simple instructions, and exchange personal information.

They also learn to read and write Katakana script, some Kanji, 
and learn about life in Japan and popular youth culture. Reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills are all developed during 
the course. If you have studied Japanese at Year 9, you are able to 
continue with the language at Year 10.

Learning Support
This course is especially designed for those students who may 
bene�t from individual support in all areas of the curriculum 
especially Maths, English, Social Studies and Science. The option 
will help students to strengthen their skills in numeracy and literacy. 
It will help students to gain con�dence and give them the skills 
needed for effective learning.

Maori
Te Reo me ora tikanga. This course develops basic language skills. 
Students learn to use Te Reo to speak about themselves, their 
families and school. Reading, writing and listening skills will also  
be developed.

Mathematics
Mathematics is more important than it has ever been. For this 
reason, it is essential that students develop the skills, concepts, 
understanding and attitudes which will enable them to cope with 
the Mathematics of everyday life.  
Our aim is to help students achieve these goals. We also aim to make 
Mathematics interesting, rewarding and stimulating so that students 
develop a continuing and creative interest. Content areas: 

·    Number	 ·    Algebra 
·    Geometry	 ·    Measurement 
·    Mathematical processes	 ·    Statistics

Materials Technology Resistant
This course aims to give students the opportunity to develop basic 
design and craft skills. Learning experiences:

·    solving practical problems	 ·    the design process 
·    handtools		  ·    machinery 
·    safety 
·    exploring different materials eg wood, plastic, ceramic, 
	 metal, glass

This is a practical-based subject where students learn through the 
design and construction of projects.

NELSON COLLEGE 
FOR GIRLS

Y E A R  9  S U B J E C T S

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Students

This lea�et shows the Year 9 curriculum choices offered 
at our school. We place an emphasis on core subjects - 
English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies and Health/
Physical Education as well as offering a wide range of 
options in the Arts, Languages, Technology and ICT. 
ICT is a key focus in all learning.

We plan teaching and learning 
programmes to meet the individual 
needs of our girls within the 
classroom through learning support, 
extension and integrated classes.

While a key aim of the school is to 
deliver a strong academic education 
based on the National Curriculum, 

we know that the social, sporting and cultural development 
of our young women is important in the formation of the 
“whole person” and in their feeling of life success.

We have high expectations of all our students. They are 
given every opportunity and encouragement to achieve 
well and we are proud of their commitment, positive 
attitude and their successes.

Thank you for your interest in Nelson College for Girls 
and we look forward to meeting you.

TIMELINE FOR 2010 YEAR 9 ENROLMENTS

22 June 2009	 Prospectus available

3 – 6 August	 Student and family visits

6 August		  Information Evening 
		  7pm in the College Hall

29 August		 Enrolments close

 
Late enrolments accepted during Term 3 
Early October – acknowledgement letters sent out to families 
advising of an interview time.

20-22 October	 Personal family interviews

13 November	 College Day

If you require any further information or guidance please 
contact our Liaison Dean or myself on telephone (03) 548 3104   
facsimile (03) 545 9601 email admin@ncg.school.nz 
website www.ncg.school.nz

Christine Barlow

Principal


