
HI THERE. I AM JANIS LO FROM HONG KONG!

I am 17 years old and I am in Year 13 this year. I have been here since July 2014 when I was in Year 10. Studying 
abroad isn’t a big decision for me because I wasn’t forced to be here. Instead, I am the one who wanted to 
discover more and therefore started asking my parents whether they would like me to do that. Therefore I 
would say that studying abroad is a wise decision! New Zealand is a very unique place with a relatively small 
population. Although Nelson isn’t one of the main cities of New Zealand, there is lots to do! Especially for those 
who like nature and photography, Nelson is the best place for you!

Big differences between New Zealand and Hong Kong: Being a Hongkonger isn’t an easy thing. I would say my 
lifestyle is rush, walk fast, eat fast etc. In such a hustle and bustle city, everyone finds it hard to slow down, even 
for a second. In contrast, New Zealand has a relatively relaxed lifestyle and this allows me to feel the beauty of 
New Zealand and enjoy the nature of this beautiful place. On the other hand, I have met so many new people 
during my time here at NCG. I am really excited to meet new people from all around the world so we can learn 
each other’s culture and language. I would never have experienced that if I had stayed in Hong Kong all this time, 
so I am so pleased that I made this choice when I was 15 years old.

School life at NCG: School starts at 8:45am except Thursdays,and finishes at 3:15pm with five periods a day, each 
being an hour long. NCG also provides a variety of clubs and committees, from sports and art all the way through 
to music. Through different clubs, students can discover their strengths which is therefore a further development 
for their own future. Last year, I joined a couple of committees such as music committee, choir, librarian, big 
brother big sister etc. I met so many new people and gained a lot of experiences which for me I think is the best 
part of it! Therefore, make sure you check them out and enjoy the new and fun experiences with NCG!

My boarding life: I live in the Boarding House during school term and honestly boarding is a new thing for me 
as well. I would say boarding is how you get close to the local students and other international students. The 
reason I think so is because my first kiwi friend is my roommate and boarding is what made us close and become 
best friends! We sleep, chill, study in the same room. Also, communicating with my roommate is also one of the 
straight forward methods to improve my English speaking. Although boarding requires a lot more rules and 
regulations, I am a person who loves meeting new people as well as enjoying living with about 100 girls. Thus, 
boarding is a better option for me.

Studying abroad has really changed my attitude towards life and has been a wise decision that I will never regret. 
I am planning to further my education at Auckland University or a university in Australia . I think I am interested 
in studying a Bachelor of Commerce at university and maybe being an accountant in the future. I do appreciate 
all the teachers and students who have helped me a lot at school and made my life at NCG so enjoyable!


