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NEWSLETTER    Term 1  |  Week 11  |  2018

Dear parents, caregivers and whānau

After a beautiful summer, we have certainly had a touch of winter at the start of this last week of term. The holidays will be a 
good time for our students to make sure they have their winter uniform ready for Term 2.

Addition to the uniform

The Board of Trustees has approved an additional item for our uniform. From early in term 2, the option of wearing pants 
will be available for those who want these. The pants will be made from the same material as our blazer and will come in a 
range of sizes. They will be available only through our uniform shop as is the case with all of our other uniform items. As soon 
as we are able to get in stock a range of sizes for students to try for the correct fit and the final pricing information, we will 
email about how to order pants. The Board has opted for a quality fabric to ensure that the pants last well and look smart as 
part of our uniform.

Staff updates

We are farewelling a long serving staff member at the end of term. Ruth Elmey, who is a member of our Senior Leadership 
Team, and has carried out the role of E-learning Manager for many years, is retiring. Ruth has been a leading player from the 
earliest days in the development of what was the Nelson Loop. This was a fibre link of educational institutions, including NMIT, 
that pre-dated the national move to speedy fibre connections. She has been instrumental in keeping Nelson College for Girls 
current in its IT provision, while also ensuring that there is sound research behind the changes to teacher development that 
have been needed in a digital age. We wish Ruth and her husband Alan all the very best for their retirement.

We are also saying farewell to Jennifer Dalton, who has made a significant contribution to our school in her years with us. She 
has been a teacher of English and Media Studies; a Dean; and a willing contributor to organization of staff lipsyncs and help 
with fundraising events! We thank her for this contribution. Jennifer’s Media Studies class will be taken by Anna Hickman and 
her English and Legal Studies classes will be taken by Rachael Craw.

In term 2 we have 2 staff on leave. Brad O’Leary, one of our APs, is on sabbatical leave. His teaching classes will be taken by Louisa 
Walters and his AP role will be shared between our other 2 APs, Symon Claridge and Shelly Hulland.

Louise Smulian is also on leave to visit family in the UK. Her classes will be taken by Catherine 
Harris (Loten), who was on our staff a couple of years ago. It will be good to have her back for 
the term after her time away overseas.

Commonwealth Games medal

We are very proud of Jo Edwards achievements in winning gold at the Commonwealth 
Games. Jo is a former student of Nelson College for Girls.

All the best for the holiday break. The new term begins on April 30.

Kind regards

Cathy Ewing
Principal

www.ncg.school.nz
mailto:admin%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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Photos courtesy of CJ Photography

Cultural Diversity Day is always a highly anticipated and exciting day on the school calendar.  Thank you to all those students and teachers 
who contributed to making this celebration of diversity in our school very successful.

Cultural Diversity Day
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Joy & Grace Gutschlag ready to Stewart for the afternoon.

The driveway was a colourful flurry of year nine, excitedly 
chattering about the day to come. The role was taken, the buses 
were boarded, and we were off to Teapot Valley. When the last 
but finally pulled into the carpark, we lined up in core classes 
and yet another roll was taken. We listened to an introduction 
from the staff before going off with our group. Each group had 
two year thirteens in it.  We found out the order in which we 
would be doing our activities, then played some games.

Afterwards, each class headed off to their first activity. There was 
climbing, swimming, archery, a water slide, a flying fox and more! 
After two activities we had lunch. Everyone met up on the big 
field to eat. After lunch we had three more activities. Personally, 
my favorite was the flying fox.

At the end of the day, we all gathered back on the field for 
afternoon tea. There was hot dogs and juices for those who 
wanted them. When we finished, we hopped back on the buses 
and headed home.

Freya Lee 9D

Young Farmers
On the 3rd of March 4 of the girls from the Young Farmers Club spent 
the day helping out and being a part of the Rai Valley A&P show in 
the horse section.

Joy and Grace were stewarding for the horse  judges, helping them 
by recording place winners and handing out prizes. Grace also 
competed in the Harcourts really young farmer were they had to 
lasso an ‘animal’, move some bales, ear tag a cardboard cow and 
other fun stuff. Georgia Weaver competed on her horse winning lots 
of ribbons and a trophy. Phoebe spent the day in the horse shed 
helping them.

We are very proud of all there hard work and achievements at the 
show, it is a great way for them to represent the club and meet new 
people. 

NCG Young Farmers Club.

Teapot Valley
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Sports’ Report April 2018

What a crazy month it’s been for sport! Summer tournament has come and gone, 
with some terrific results for our teams.

Our rowing team once again covered themselves in glory at the Maadi Cup in 
Twizel. Over 130 schools competed at this historic event, and five of our crews made 
the finals of their races, a massive achievement for such a young squad. Special 
Congratulations to the U17 coxed quad team of Lache Melvin, Anna Wilson, Maddi 
Robinson, Annabelle Curry coxed by Evie Strawbridge, for winning a silver medal. 
Outstanding work! Our NCG Senior A and Senior B volleyball teams did themselves 
proud at Nationals in Palmerston North. In the face of fierce competition (and a 
massive outbreak of a gastro bug), our Senior A Side placed 27th, and the Senior B 
side made the playoff stages of the B grade.

Lucy Martin on her way to victory 
in the TSS U14 800m

Niamh Fisher cranking through the U19 Cross 
Country Mountain biking course at Silvan Forest

Our U17 Coxed Quad team receiving their Silver 
medal at the 2018 Maadi Cup in Twizel

Rebecca Fleet and Geo Schokking sailing to victory 
at the TOTS Sailing Champs

Our Premier touch team had a tough assignment at the SISS champs in Christchurch, easily the 
youngest side at the event they learnt an enormous amount and cannot wait to get back down 
for next year where the results will be different!

Closer to home, the TSS Athletics championships were held in mid march, with our athletes 
winning a myriad of events across all age groups. Lucy Martin and Eloise Beattie won their 
respective 800 metre races, and subsequently travelled to Timaru for the SISS Champs later in the 
month. They both performed brilliantly, Lucy with a 7th place in the U14 race, and Eloise with 3rd 
in the U16 event. Congratulations to all the girls that competed!

Our Sailing team once again proved they 
are the cream of the crop at the Top of the 
South Sailing regatta in March, winning the 
Silver Fleet event, and being the top placed 
female team. They now have their sights set 
on going one better than their 2nd place at 
nationals later this month in Algies Bay, north 
of Auckland.

For the first time we took a Futsal team to the TSS Champs at Saxton Stadium, 
and the result was nothing short of spectacular – 55 goals for, six against, overall 
champions, and now looking forward to nationals in Wellington early next year.

The TSS Mountainbiking champs took place on a greasy Silvan Forest track, and 
our small team performed to their potential. Niamh Fisher won the U19 Girls Cross 
country event,and placed second overall. Codi Rutledge placed 3rd in the U15 girls 
cross country, and Rebecca Hufflett placed first in the U15 girls cross country and 
the downhill, winning the overall title. This caps an amazing start of the year for 
Rebecca, who also took out the national U15 mountainbiking title, a brilliant effort 
from one of our brightest young stars.

For the first time in a few years we competed in the TSS Lawn Bowls Champs at the 
Stoke bowling club. We had four pairs teams, and all had a fantastic experience in a 
new sport for them. Special congrats to Maya Mahuika, winning the personality of 
the tournament!

Our Triathletes also had a fantastic month, our premier team placing third in the TSS U19 event, and Holly Goulter placing first in the U15 
girls event. Our Swimming team also experienced great success at the Div 2 nationals event in Rotorua, with many girls making finals with 
personal bests. Cate Barton had a brilliant meet, gaining sliver medals in the 100 and 200 breaststroke – well done Cate!

As usual, March is the busiest month here at school for sport, and here at the sports office we thank you for
your cooperation in all our codes. Next up is the start of the winter season – bring it on!
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Congratulations!

Silver medal winners for the Under 17yrs coxed quad.

Maadi is the NZ secondary schools national championships and 
it is the largest school sporting event in Australasia!

We are very proud of them as they have put in hours and hours 
of training.

From left:
Coach Hannah Starnes, Annabelle Curry, Maddi Robinson, Anna 
Wilson, Laché Melvin and coxswain Evie Strawbridge

Maadi Cup Silver Medal

Year 13 Meetings - 2018 Focus

Grant Elliot

Thanks to:

The Year 13 meeting time on a Wednesday period 5 is an opportunity to have the girls together as a year group, celebrating and 
acknowledging successes among them.

This year we are also using this time to mentor the girls and provide them with information and experiences that will help to fully 
prepare for life beyond NCG and their future pathways. Our mission is to ensure our girls leave our gates with the life skills needed to 
participate as successful citizens in the 21st century.

We would like to acknowledge the following people who have 
contributed to these learning experiences.

Sharyn Hight, Director – South Pacific Lattitude Global Volunteering.

Will Tregidga - Head of International development at NMIT
– sharing his personal career pathways.

Grant Elliott - Leadership presentation

Jane Pascoe - Dance, Yoga, Barre with a Yoga session.

Katherine Mitchell - Mindfulness

Robyn McLean career and tertiary information

Rebecca Baird – NZQA and NCEA information

Mindfulness and Yoga will be a continual focus throughout the 
year due to our continued support from Jane and Katherine.

We are continuing to look at ways to further build on and 
develop this valuable programme. So If you, or someone you 
know from our community would like to contribute to this, we 
would love to hear from you.

Please do not hesitate to contact

Jo Beggs (jo.beggs@ncg.school.nz)

or Cathy Ewing (cathy.ewing@ncg.school.nz)
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Mentoring at NCG 2018

Gold Sponsor - TM Covers
WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS AS OUR SCHOOL PARTNER  
Please support this business and make sure you mention you’re part of the Nelson College for Girls’ family

TM COVERS (formerly Transport & Marine Covers) is the provider of the smart shade sail at the school canteen as well as those at the pool.
They are the leading company in the top of the south for all quality outdoor fabric and canvas products.  They make a wide range of
products, from shade sails to outdoor blinds, awnings, outdoor beanbags & cushions, PVC covers, tarpaulins, calf shelters,
swimming pool covers, truck covers and curtains and boat covers.  They also have Nelson’s widest range
of hire tarpaulins available.  Contact them to discuss your requirements.
www.tmcovers.co.nz

The Term 2 Focus is around Enhancing Well Being.

Ārahi time will be about giving the opportunity for students along with their kaiārahi to have conversations and learning around the 
following topics:

Friendships, understanding empathy and effective listening, showing kindness and gratitude, confidence, happiness, image and 
nutrition, the power of exercise, positive emotions/mindfulness and sleep.

Mā te huruhuru, ka rere te manu - “Adorn the bird with feathers 
so it can fly “.

If you have any queries about our mentoring programme or 
would like to contribute to this in some way, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Jo Beggs or Kathryn Stahl 
Mentoring Facilitators:
Kathryn.stahl@ncg.school.nz      Jo.beggs@ncg.school.nz 

http://www.tmcovers.co.nz
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Sexual Health Unit and Mates and Dates
Year 10 students will be taking part in the Sexuality Unit next term. The Year 10 Sexuality programme, along 
with the entire Health programme at Nelson College for Girls, can be found at:
ncgschoolnz.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/learningareas/physed/ETw3pMKgLi1NhSsnF60HOwoBGhIo7DjZ7iyjquoDJt7r6A?e=YHEdhc.

The programme is designed to provide students with the knowledge, understanding and skills to develop 
appropriate attitudes towards sexuality and to take care of their sexual health needs in the future. Parent 
consultation meetings showed strong support for this programme.

Music Camp

Year 9 and Year 10 Health classes, along with 11FSM and 12 Study groups, will be engaging in the Mates and Dates programme 
over the course of the year. This is a 5 session programme, taught each year from Y9 to Y12. The idea is that the programme is age 
appropriate and learning builds on that from the year before. More detail about the programme can be found on the ACC website:
www.acc.co.nz/preventing-injury/sexual-violence

We recognise that the family is the primary educator of children in matters to do with sexuality; therefore, if you wish to
have your child excluded from any particular part of the programme you may apply to the acting Head of 
Health, Penny Stickney (penny.stickney@ncg.school.nz) in writing to request this.

Music camp was fun, crazy and an awesome bonding experience. Getting to know other students from different years sharing the same 
passion: music. From choir to jazz, orchestra to rock bands. A special hour of barbershop lead by the lovely ladies of the Nelson Bays 
Harmony Chorus. The music camp was full of talent. 

The time spent at music camp, from playing card games and bonding, to nailing pieces and learning new ones, was valuable.  It was a 
great opportunity for like-minded people to come together, providing a way for students to make new friendships and bonds not only 
with their peers but their teachers as well. 

This year, building a stronger and more vibrant, music community has been kick started by the music camp. 

The atmosphere at camp was electric, with many groups spread out on the grounds of Bridge Valley Camp. All around the field, under trees, 
by the playground, even a set up next to the pool. Although I wouldn’t recommend trying to play your instrument while having a dip!

I want to give a big thanks to the Music Department, Bridge Valley Camp and 
everyone else who was involved in spending time organising the camp for us, I 
am sure everyone is very grateful.  

“It was a really demanding couple of days but also super rewarding hearing the 
music come together and sound amazing” - Rhiannon Griffiths yr12

“It was really fun! I thought it was real cool how we had a good atmosphere to 
work in but still had fun at the same time” - Issy Anderson yr11

“With great company, music, food, basket ball games, and very competitive card 
games, music camp was a highlight of the year so far” - Molly Wilkin yr13

“It was so great” - Ngawai Tia yr11

“I was really impressed that each of the 4 rock bands came away with a song 
they’d written and recorded during the camp”  - Mr Altments, Music teacher

“Best weekend of the year” - Emily Clifford yr13

“Music camp was such a fun and valuable experience filled with activities that 
allowed us to learn as well as showcase our talents” - Kate Silke yr13

“I loved it! It was good for my spirit” Mr Payne, Head of Music

Article by Georgia Bailey

http://ncgschoolnz.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/learningareas/physed/ETw3pMKgLi1NhSsnF60HOwoBGhIo7DjZ7iyjquoDJt7r6A
https://www.acc.co.nz/preventing-injury/sexual-violence/
mailto:penny.stickney%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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In March members of Pikimai and whānau were lucky to be 
able to attend Polyfest 2018 in Auckland. This is a huge festival 
catering for performances from a diverse range of cultural groups 
from schools throughout Auckland, in fact 10,000 performers in 
242 different groups , from 69 schools, and it is estimated that 
over 90,000 people attended to festival over the 4 days.

Pikimai spent time during term 1 raising funds and appreciate all 
the support they got from whānau, at busking and at our quiz 
night. In particular we would like to thank Victory Community 
Centre for the use of their hall, and local businesses who assisted 
with prizes for our quiz night and raffles:

Mean Greens, Page and Blackmore, Barber on Nile Street, 
Rob Ancell Barber, Bed Bath and Beyond, the Warehouse, 
Beggs Music, The Body Shop, United Video, State Cinemas.

Pikimai Polyfest Adventure March13-17

We flew to Auckland and stayed at Makaurau Marae, near the 
airport. This made it easy to find our way to the Manukau Sports 
Bowl. It was never easy parking ! On Wednesday we attended 
the opening powhiri and watched groups performing on 
the Māori stage. The Pasifika stages were devoted to speech 
competitions and there were many different nationalities on 
the Diversity Stage.

On Thursday we travelled into downtown Auckland on the train to have a look around, and maybe a bit of shopping. On Friday we planned 
to watch as many of the Pasifika groups as possible – and so did thousands of others so we finally ended up parking in a church parking area 
– which was a fundraiser for the church. Tongan, Samoan, Niuea, Cook Island performers were amazing, sometimes over a hundred people on 
stage, rangatahi performing, parents and whānau behind them singing and drumming.

Saturday was our chance to watch the Division One Māori groups, schools that will also compete at National Secondary schools 
competition in June. The variety was great – large co-ed schools, boys’ schools and girls’ schools.

We went out for a meal on Friday night, then it was an early start to do our marae cleanup before flying home, with stories and pictures 
to share.

Leaving Nelson

Front row seats

Part of the crowd Makaurau Marae
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Welcome New International Students

A very warm welcome to our new international students this term from 
Austria, China, Colombia, Germany, Japan, Korea and Thailand!

There have been 3 exciting opportunities for Business Studies Students this first term of 2018.  Firstly, on 5th March we had the YES 
Kickstart/Timata event here in the Nelson College for Girls Hall, with students from Nelson College, Waimea College and Nayland 
coming to get inspired by Dr YES – Colin Kennedy, who is the national head of the Young Enterprise Scheme, and several local 
business experts.

Business Studies Events

Later that same week, YES arranged a small group question 
and answer session at NMIT with Terry Shubkin, Eva from Abel 
Tasman Canyons and the honourable Helen Clark as special 
guest speakers for International Women’s Day.   There were 
many humorous anecdotes mixed with serious discussion on 
the way of business and the world from these three different 
perspectives.

The third opportunity (for Year 13’s only due to a clash with 
RYDA) was to be inspired by Daniel Flynn, a successful social 
entrepreneur, with his retelling of the creation of ‘Thankyou’ 
an organisation that distributes all profit to the provision of 
life-changing food, water and health and sanitation programs 
around the world.  All the lucky girls that attended these events 
represented both themselves and the school with pride.
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NMIT Tertiary Pathways (STAR) Courses
There are a range of Tertiary Pathway (STAR) courses available at NMIT in Terms 2, 3 and 4 
for students in Years 11 to 13. Courses are offered in a wide variety of trades-related areas. 
Students should see Mrs Hall in the Careers Centre for further information and enrolment 
forms.

Student for a Day  
Senior students may spend a day at NMIT participating in a programme/course to see if 
this is an option for them for tertiary study in the future. Students get to meet tutors, talk 
to current students and experience life as a tertiary student. For more details about this 
opportunity, please contact the Careers Adviser or Careers Administrator.

Careers Coach Visit  
On 27 March, senior Commerce students visited the Careers Coach bus at Nelson College. 
They were able to view interactive careers material about a range of vocational pathways.
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HOD - Careers 
HOLA - Commerce &

Future Pathways

Ms Robyn McLean 
robyn.mclean@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 807

Gateway Co-ordinator

Mrs Alex Coombs-King 
alex.coombsking@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 858

Careers Administrator

Mrs Danie Hall 
danie.hall@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 850
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APRIL

Fri 13 Camp America Info Session 1.30pm Careers Centre

MAY

Mon 14 STS Exchange Info Session 1.30pm Careers Centre

Tue 15 Careers Roadshow 1.00pm Nelson College

Tue 29 Trades Roadshow

JUNE

Wed 13 Otago Law Function 1.00 - 3.00pm

Wed 13 University of Canterbury Info Evening 6.00pm Rutherford Hotel

AUGUST

Wed 22 Course selection evening Hall

SEPTEMBER

Fri 21 Victoria University Course planning 1.30pm Careers Centre

O
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N
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20
18

Monday 7 May

Otago University & Polytech

Thursday 12 July

University of Canterbury

Friday 20 July

Lincoln University

Wednesday 1 August

Massey University Manawatu

Saturday 11 August

Massey University Auckland

Friday 31 August

Massey University Wellington

Victoria University

TBC

Auckland University

Careers & Future Pathways

Ms McLean and some of the Level 3 Accounting class                                     Cho Sum (Athena) Leung using one of the Inzone kiosks

Careers Events in Term 2  
In Term 2, senior students will get the opportunity to attend the annual Careers Roadshow 
at Nelson College. Parents and caregivers are welcome to attend the parent evening on 
Tuesday 15 May. More details will follow closer to the time. On Tuesday 29 May, the Trades 
Roadshow will be held at Saxtons. Industry training organisations and local employers will 
be present at this event for parents and students. More details will follow closer to the time.

mailto:alex.coombsking%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
mailto:danie.hall%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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DATE EVENT

W
EE

K 
1 Monday 30 April Term 2 begins

Wednesday 2 May Teen Health Fest.  Back Quad.  1.30 - 2.15pm.

W
EE

K 
2

Tuesday 8 May BOT Meeting.

Wednesday 9 May NCG Cross Country.

Friday 11 May Commemoration Service.

W
EE

K 
3

Tuesday 15 May Careers Roadshow.

Friday 18 May Pink Ribbon Breakfast.

Friday 18 May Mufti Day #3.

Calendar

Nelson College for Girls

For more information: www.ncg.school.nz/boarding.html
vanessa.white@ncg.school.nz  |  03 548 1332

Our boarders enjoy academic success,
make lifelong friendships and build
strong connections within the 
school and its community.

Have you considered boarding
at Nelson College for Girls?

7 day, 5 day & short term
options are available


