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Dear parents, caregivers and whānau

Inevitably there are comings and goings of staff at the end of a term.

Returning staff
At the start of term 3 we will be welcoming back the following staff.

Jennifer Thomas – is returning from two terms of leave, one term on sabbatical and one term on leave.  She has had some exciting 
adventures over these two terms. She will return to her Head of Social Sciences role.  We would like to thank Rebecca Baird for all of 
her work in standing in for Jennifer as Head of Social Sciences and to Pauline Marnane for her work as acting Head of Geography.  Paul 
Skerten has also taken Social Studies classes in Jennifer’s absence and we thank him too for this.  He will continue on the staff in the 
Outdoor Education department.  Jennifer’s return will necessitate some class changes for the rest of the year.

Sorana Brown – is returning from 2 years of maternity leave.  This year her classes have been ably taken by Lily Emo, who will leave us 
at the end of the term.  We are very grateful to her for the wonderful programmes she has run.  Sorana’s other classes were taken by 
Lisa Ganassin, who will remain on the staff with some changes of classes.  We are grateful to her also for all that she has contributed.

Lucy McElrea – is returning from 18 months of maternity leave.  She will return in a parttime capacity for the remainder of the year. 
Alex Coombes-King, who has relieved for her very ably in the last 18 months will continue to take some classes for the remainder of 
the year.

Louise Smulian will also return from her term's leave.  Cat Harris, who has relieved for her this term will continue with some other 
Physical Education and Health classes.

Staff on sabbatical
Robyn McLaren will be on sabbatical leave for Term 3.  Her classes will be taken by Kate Souness.

Leaving staff
We will be farewelling several staff at the end of the term.  First of all we will wish Betty Eggers well for her much deserved retirement. 
Betty has been on our staff for 14 years and she has made a wonderful contribution to the Finance Team as well as involving herself 
fully in the life of the school.

We will also farewell Lily Emo and Ana Reyes-Croker this week.  They have both contributed much 
to our school.

Resignation
We have received the resignation of one of our Assistant Principals, Brad O'Leary.  Brad has been 
on sabbatical leave in term 2 and is now leaving to pursue other interests.  His classes have been 
taken by Louisa Walters this term and she will carry on with these classes until the end of the year.

Bus behaviour
Recently we have become aware of poor behaviour on some school routes by students from a 
range of schools.  This is completely unacceptable.  For our students our PRIDE values apply just as 
much on busses as at school.  We will be working with other schools and the bus company early 
next term to establish the boundaries for safe bus travel.

Thank you to everyone for their wonderful support for the activities and learning of our young 
women.  We are so proud of their substantial accomplishments in so many areas of school life. 
They are awesome!!

Kind regards

Cathy Ewing

www.ncg.school.nz
mailto:admin%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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Tēnā koutou katoa

Hasn’t the year flown by quickly! It’s hard to believe we are nearly half way through the year.

Highlights around the Board table so far in 2018:

1. A review of last year’s excellent student achievement results, which were a credit to staff and students.

2. A review of the Strategic Goals and 2018 Achievement Objectives in the NCG Charter and approval of the 2018 Budget.

3. The Board’s approval of a recommendation from the GALs group for trousers to be introduced to the school uniform. We think they are a great 
addition and wish to thank all those students who investigated the options for fabrics, style and price.

4. A proposal for new Health and Safety software that will make recording, tracking and reporting of incidents and hazards much more 
streamlined and efficient – and do away with mountains of paper. Staff are progressing options and we look forward to hearing more about 
improvements in this area.

5. Approval of a policy around the use of the school Hall that enables us to generate extra income when it is not in use for school purposes. The 
additional income will be used to install heating for the Hall, which we are sure will be appreciated by students, staff and parents alike!

6. A presentation on the results of the Safeguarding Children Survey (thanks to all who participated) and identification of the next steps in 
understanding and complying with the Vulnerable Children’s Act 2014.

7. Approval of some wonderful Education Out of the Classroom (EOTC) trips for our students that provide for learning and sporting opportunities 
locally and further afield (even internationally).

Triennial Board of Trustee elections

The term for the current Trustees on the Board expires June 2019. The returning officer will be calling for nominations in May 2019 with the new 
Board taking office in June 2019. I would really encourage you to think about standing for the Board at the next election – it is a very rewarding 
experience. For more information about being a Trustee have a look at this short video here. If you would like to come along to one of our Board 
meetings to see what its all about we would very much welcome you – please email board@ncg.school.nz for details.

In the meantime, wrap up warm and stay well

Kind regards

Natasha Berkett
Board Chair

Board of Trustees

http://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee
mailto:board%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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Sport Report July 2018

We’re right in the middle of winter sports season at NCG, and our girls keep producing results across a number of codes.  Our Cross-
Country team competed at the NZSS Event in Taupo in June, and all girls performed above expectations.  Our Senior relay team managed 
14th overall in the country which is a great result.  Huge thanks to Jane Martin and Lynda Sutherland for managing the girls for the trip.

Our Senior and Junior A Underwater hockey teams both qualified for nationals in June, the Juniors winning the central region qualifying 
tournament and the Seniors grabbing silver.  We wish them the best of luck for later in the year.

Back home the TSS Badminton Champs took place on Motueka, and it was awesome to see five NCG teams competing, half the teams 
in the girls grade.  Our Senior A team of Olivia Smith, Tiana and Lauren Chaney, Sophie Manson, Hannah Bloomfield and Breena Gibbins 
placed second overall, only falling to the always outstanding Queen Charlotte team.

NCG 9A netball in action v Waimea College at the recent TSS Junior 
Supernet competition in Motueka

TSS Junior Supernet was also in Motueka two weeks ago and our 
9A and 10A netball teams performed brilliantly in a precursor to 
SISS Champs in July.  The 10A team only lost one game, and our 
9A team was supreme throughout, winning each game by an 
average of 9 goals.  Both teams travel to Christchurch in early July 
for their major tournament, and we wish them well.

Our Senior A Netball team continue their amazing run in the 
Thursday night premier competition, losing a heartbreaker 
to Stoke by one, and then once again defeating Prices senior 
A by three.  This confirms the team into the third round of the 
competition, where they will be looking to break into the semi 
finals and give the title a real shake.  Our 1st XI Football side are 
building nicely for Nationals in September, dominating Waimea 
College two weeks ago 4-0 and sitting in second place on the 
local league ladder.  Our Senior A basketball team had their 
first win of the season and are improving rapidly under coach 
Sasha Ripley, the team looking for a top result at the South 
Island regional tournament in Ashburton during tournament 
week in September.  And our 1st XV rugby team were brilliant 
in their match v Waimea College at Neale Park on June the 20th, 
defeating their rivals for the first time in many years 26-15, after 
trailing 15-nil at halftime.

Eden Carter and Rosie Armstrong have recently competed for 
Nelson Tennis in the under 15 grade v Marlborough, both girls 
playing well and doing their best to help beat the girls from over 
the hill in their annual fixture. Our 1st XV Rugby team after beating Waimea College

Charlotte Tucker competing at the NZSS Cross Cross Country 
Champs in Taupo

And finally, we finish with the amazing news that year 12 student 
Amelia Abbott has been selected into the final 23 person training 
camp for the New Zealand U17 Girls Football team, a simply 
phenomenal achievement. Year 11 student Jasmine Donald was 
also perilously close to making the squad, a great achievement 
as the second youngest person to make it all the way through to 
the final cut.
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On Thursday 28th June there was a mufti day for the students.  The staff decided to reverse the roles and dress up as students.

Review of Year 11 Drama Production by Bernadette Strickland.

'Eating The Wolf' was performed over two nights, giving a 
double dose of great entertainment and accomplished acting 
from Ms Zelley’s Year 11 Drama students.
As the story unfolded, fairy tales were turned inside out and back 
to front, stereotypical roles were ripped to shreds and pieced 
together again in intriguing and astonishingly candid designs. 
Deftly scripted by Sarah Delahunty, the play is peppered with 
lines of witty dialogue, which were snappily-delivered by the 
cast. 
The play was seamless in its execution. The minimal set allowed 
the audiences’ imagination to join with the actors as they wove 
their captivating tale. We were led through a gamut of feelings 
from sadness to delight, shock to merriment, provocation to 
reflection. 
I loved every minute of the show. A particular highlight for me 
was this scene, narrated by the storyteller:
“With a jaunty wave of her axe, Grandma strode off into the forest 
to become Prime Minister and dominate the environment.”

Staff Mufti Day

Drama Production: Eating The Wolf

I think every one of the talented people involved in this production should consider their particular environment
completely, successfully and totally dominated. 



PAGE 5
NCG Newsletter  |  Term 2  |  Week 10  |  2018

Student Highlights From Ārahi

P06HM

'Having a break, a warm room to come to and fun things to do.'
'Getting to know people from other year groups.'

'Time to chill, relax.  Making (sugar free!) chocolate.'
'How we have the circle time.'

'When we play games like scattergories.'
'The mix of people.'

'The different activities we do.'

P04SL

'Relaxing.'
'It's sort of a brain break.'

'The people are kind.'
'Fun.'

'I like that we have a very accepting and supportive group.'
'People are nice.'

'I like meeting/getting to know people from other year groups.'
'Talking and meeting different year groups.'

'Being mixed from year 9 to 13.'
'Inter-year group bonding.'

K10DA

'It's nice to have a break from everything and knowing I have a 
teacher I can go to for help.'
'I loved how we talked about stress and sleep, and that you 
actually gave us an article to help us overcome that.  It shows you 
care.'
'Group discussions are always fun but sometimes they feel 
pointless if we don't find solutions for the problems we discuss.
I think more talking and coming up with ways for self-care could 
help some of the people in our group.'
'We get many different ways to express our feelings, e.g. drawing, 
writing and talking.  I think that is very nice.'
'It gives us a brain break from classes.'
'It's nice to have a break.'
'I enjoy it when we have group discussions about things that are relevant to all of us, e.g. stress.'
'I think arahi is useful as it gives us a chance to chill and talk about things that are not about learning but a different kind of learning, 
e.g. things that are bothering us.'
'This is what we needed when I was in year 9.  I am annoyed I won't get the full benefit from it because I am leaving at the 
end of the year.'
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Mid-Winter Concert

MID-WINTER MUSIC

Thursday 2 August, 6pm

ROCK,JAZZ
JUNIORGROUPS

NCG School Ha l l $5

MUSIC
MID-WINTER

Monday 27 August, 7pm $10/15

FOR GIRLS
NELSON COLLEGE 

Te Kura Tamawāhine o Whakatū

Due to the huge number of music bands, orchestras, groups, choirs and soloists currently performing to a high level at NCG this year, 
our ever-popular Mid-Winter Music concert has been split into two! 

Thursday 2 August: A lively evening of rock bands and jazz band, plus a wide selection of musical groups, including jazz combo, flute 
and saxophone groups.  Tickets ($6) available through NCG Finance Office.

Monday 27 August: Our very first school concert in the new Nelson Centre Of Musical Arts will be a wonderful collection of choirs 
(Prep and Bel Canto), Orchestra, Pre-Orchestra, Musical Theatre and solos.   Tickets ($16 and $8) are available through Ticket Direct.

Chamber Music
Two Chamber Music groups from NCG entered the annual Chamber Music competition at the Nelson Centre of Musical Arts (NCMA).  
Joy Lee played in both groups, along with Flora Secker, Maya Speers and Emily Souden playing JC Bach and Hannah Johns and Jasmine 
Jessen playing Astor Piazzolla.   The two very well-rounded performances were both awarded Highly Commended by the judges.

In addition, Flora Secker, Penelope Smith, Hazel Rae and Maya Speers had the amazing experience of performing with the New 
Zealand String Quartet in the NCMA opening gala concert. Penelope said, "Having the opportunity to play with professionals who are 
so passionate about their music was a real privilege... the music really came to life."

Flora, Joy, Maya and Emily perform in the Chamber Music 
competition

Hazel, Maya, Flora and Penelope practising with the NZ String 
Quartet prior to the NCMA opening gala concert

Joy, Hannah and Jasmine rehearse before the Chamber Music 
Competition

http://www.ticketdirect.co.nz/event/details/183352/nelson-college-for-girls-mid-winter-concert
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Pink Ribbon Breakfast

Cancer Society Fundraiser

Last term, the Nelson College for Girls Head Student team held a fundraiser evening for the Cancer Society.
 
It was a truly inspirational night, filled with speakers that moved us and motivated us to do more for our community. Everyone who 
was in attendance learnt so much, not just from stories about cancer survivors and families, but also about how to support them in 
their fight.
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to our sponsors for this evening, as without them we would have never been able to achieve 
what we did: Westpac, McDonalds, Freeman Roofing, Appleby Farms, Trailways, Pics Peanut Butter, Biohoney, Ursula Harris, Sealords 
and McCashins Brewery. 
 
Altogether, Nelson College for Girls raised $2446.60 for the Cancer Society, which is a massive contribution. This money will go towards 
helping those within our community, and will be able to do so much for the people we see around us every day.
 
Ki te kotahi te kākaho ka whati, ki te kāpuia e kore e whati
 
Olivia Avery

On the 18th of May, the Social Services Committee held a Pink Ribbon Breakfast in support of the Breast Cancer Foundation. 
This event was highly successful with over 100 people from the school and wider community coming to support this event. 
Liz Mathewson, our guest speaker spoke about her fight with breast cancer, which was an inspiring talk with many tears shed. 

This event would not have been possible without the generosity from our amazing sponsors who donated us food, money and 
raffle items: Mountain Red LTD, Nelson College Preparatory, Life Pharmacy Nelson, Alliance Catering, PYO at 185, Aboki Hair, Topline 
Automotive Richmond, Grant Chaney at Ray White Nelson, Thanks a Bunch Boutique, Kush Coffee, Original Foods Baking Co., Lyn 
Morley, Sujon Berries, Miro Star and River Kitchen.
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Careers & Future Pathways

Seniors – Scholarship Applications and Limited Entry Courses  
Seniors are advised that they must check closing dates for limited entry courses and scholarship applications, for both university and 
polytechnic courses of study. Students can access the givME database on the internet at school for further scholarship information 
or the MoneyHub website. Many scholarships require a school reference. If your daughter requires a school reference, she needs to 
contact the Careers Administrator – Mrs Hall. 
 
Halls of Residence Application Process  
Halls of Residence online applications open on Monday 1 August. As part of the application process students are asked to request 
a Common Confidential Reference.  These will be completed and then be forwarded to the University or Polytechnic. If you have 
any questions about the process please do not hesitate to contact the HOLA of Commerce and Future Pathways or the Careers 
Administrator.  The link to request a Common Confidential Reference is below:  
https://ccrf.dotnous.com/students/  
 
StudyLink  
Students thinking about further study after they leave school have many decisions to make. StudyLink’s website is a great place to 
visit to get students thinking about what it will cost to live and study. StudyLink can help students work out if study is right for them 
and how they will support themselves. Once they have made the decision to study, it is a good idea to sign up to receive emails 
from StudyLink. This way students will not miss important information, like when to apply and documents they will need to send. We 
encourage students and parents to check out  
www.studylink.govt.nz. 

University of Canterbury Visit 
This term Dr Neil Crombie – an Accounting and Information Systems Lecturer from the University of Canterbury visited the Level 2 and 
3 Accounting classes.  He spoke to the girls about careers in Commerce related areas. The girls very much enjoyed his visit. 

Dr Neil Crombie, Ms Robyn McLean and some Year 13 
Accounting students

Recently Year 13 Legal Studies visited the Nelson District Court. This included a tour of the various areas of the court, sitting in on 
some actual cases and finishing with a discussion with the judge. They found it very interesting and were grateful for the court staff 
for giving up their time.

Steve Ward and the Year 13 Legal Studies
Class

https://ccrf.dotnous.com/students/
http://www.studylink.govt.nz
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Careers & Future Pathways continued...
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HOD - Careers 
HOLA - Commerce &

Future Pathways

Ms Robyn McLean 
robyn.mclean@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 807

Gateway Co-ordinator

Mrs Alex Coombs-King 
alex.coombsking@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 858

Careers Administrator

Mrs Danie Hall 
danie.hall@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 850
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AUGUST

Mon 13 Canterbury University Course Planning 1.30pm Careers Centre

Mon 20 NMIT Visit 1.30pm Careers Centre

Wed 22 Course Selection Evening Hall

SEPTEMBER

Fri 21 Victoria University Course Planning 1.30pm Careers Centre

O
PE

N
 D

A
Y
S 

20
18

Thursday 12 July

University of Canterbury

Friday 20 July

Lincoln University

Wednesday 1 August

Massey University Manawatu

Saturday 11 August

Massey University Auckland

Saturday 25 August

AUT

Friday 31 August

Massey University Wellington

Victoria University

Trades Primary Industry Forum
A small number of girls attended a new Trades initiative where they got to ask questions and listen to young workers currently 
employed in the primary sector. This is a three part forum which will include industry site visits in the future. It was a successful 
meeting and the students gained a lot out of it.
Well done to those that attended - Aleisha Strange, Phoebe Cant, Jaz King and Joy Gutshlag
 
GATEWAY
Bree and Jordyn doing the pre flight check at their work placement - Nelson Aero Club. The girls are interested in the aviation industry 
and are gaining some valuable experience about planes and flying.

Aleisha Strange, Phoebe Cant, Jaz King and Joy Gutshlag

Bree and Jordyn

mailto:robyn.mclean%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
mailto:alex.coombsking%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
mailto:danie.hall%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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DATE EVENT

W
EE

K 
1 Monday 23 July Term 3 Begins

Tuesday 24 July Formal Assembly

W
EE

K 
2 Wednesday 1 August Inter House Sport

Thursday 2 August Mid Winter Concert

Saturday 4 August Year 12 Ball

W
EE

K 
3 Tuesday 7 August Formal Assembly

Wednesday 8 August Open Night

Thursday 9 August Mufti Day

Outward Bound

Calendar
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SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAMME $1000 TO THE SCHOOL

What’s more, $250 of this will go to the class, college team or group you nominate.

Grant Chaney

Licensee Salesperson
grant.chaney@raywhite.com 
grantchaney.co.nz
027 533 1759
Baldwin and Brown (Nelson) Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

School Partnership Programme is a nationwide programme designed by Ray 
White to  raise funds for local schools.

As part of the Ray White partnership with Nelson College for Girls, when 
Grant Chaney completes a sale for a school family or referral, he will donate 

Sponsor - Ray White

Gold Sponsor - TM Covers
WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS AS OUR SCHOOL PARTNER  
Please support this business and make sure you mention you’re part of the Nelson College for Girls’ family

TM COVERS (formerly Transport & Marine Covers) is the provider of the smart shade sail at the school canteen as well as 
those at the pool.  They are the leading company in the top of the south for all quality outdoor fabric and canvas products.  
They make a wide range of products, from shade sails to outdoor blinds, awnings, outdoor beanbags & cushions, PVC covers, 
tarpaulins, calf shelters, swimming pool covers, truck covers and curtains and boat covers.  They also have Nelson’s widest range 
of hire tarpaulins available.  
Contact them to discuss your requirements.
www.tmcovers.co.nz

http://www.tmcovers.co.nz

