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Dear parents, caregivers and whānau

Kia ora whānau

Spring Fashion Fling

On Saturday night our school hall was transformed into a modelling catwalk and nearly 30 local celebrities, staff and students glided 
down the runway, ably displaying the new spring fashion from local fashion houses.  The occasion was the now annual PTA Spring 
Fashion Fling!!  This is the 7th year that this event has been held and it continues to be a popular event in the calendar.

Particular thanks must go to the very hardworking PTA committee for all of the organization that went into this fantastic event.  The 
committee is led by Maryanne Little, ably supported by Helen Arkless, Beate Baden, Dean Bensemann, Steve Mills, Tarja Seker and 
Debbie van Heeswyk.  This amazing team have again produced a quality event, following on from all the previous successes over the 
years.  A big thank you to the fashion houses, the models, NMIT for hair, the Body Shop for makeup and our school Tech crew.  The 
performances by Electrix, our cheerleading group, and the Estella Romagnoli, our RockQuest finalist, were also stand outs.

This was a really fun evening, as well as being a significant fundraiser for the PTA.  A big THANK YOU to everyone!

125th celebration of Women’s Suffrage

On September 19th, New Zealand will celebrate the 125th year since women in our country were 
the first in the world to gain the vote.  We will be holding a special ceremony at 12.15 on this day 
to dedicate a memorial to our first principal, Kate Edger.  Kate was the first woman in the British 
Empire to graduate with a BA degree, which she gained at the University of New Zealand (now 
Auckland University).  Kate was also involved in the suffrage movement as many of the women in 
the early years of girls’ education were.

For me there is a special connection with Kate Edger, as her first teaching position was at 
Christchurch Girls’ High School, as the First Assistant to the Principal, a role I also held more than 
100 years later.  Here she worked alongside Helen Connon, another well known member of the 
Suffrage Movement.  She was appointed as the founding principal of Nelson College for Girls in 
1883.

Our memorial to Kate Edger will feature white camellias.  The white camellia is a symbol of 
both the suffrage movement and also is used today as a symbol of Kate Edger’s legacy at 
the University of Auckland.  We are very grateful for the contribution 
of the Old Girls’ Association towards this memorial, also to Gail 
Collingwood for her gift of a Kate Sheppard Camellia and to the 
PTA for their assistance with this project, particularly Debbie van 
Heeswyk and Dean Bensemann.  Thanks too must go to our Property 
Manager Mike Cameron for his efforts in bringing this to fruition.

Any members of our community who would like to attend this event would be most welcome.

Kind regards

Cathy Ewing
Principal

www.ncg.school.nz
mailto:admin%40ncg.school.nz?subject=
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Sport Report August 2018

Another Month, another round of New Zealand Representation for our NCG student 
athletes!
 
Katherine Butt was selected in the New Zealand Junior Target Shooting team to take on 
England in August, and did exceptionally well as part of the squad.  Katherine is highly 
regarded in the sport, and looks to have huge future!

Eloise Beattie and Madeline Woods have been chosen in the 16 and under New Zealand 
Equestrian team to compete at the pacific horse challenge October 23-28 in New Caledonia!  
Amazing to have two students from NCG in this 5 person team, congratulations and good 
luck girls!

The Tasman Secondary Schools Ski and Snowboard champs took place in August, which 
was great to see after weather ruined and cancelled the event last year.  A strong squad of 
skiers from NCG travelled up the mountain, with our NCG A team taking out the overall title, 
and Lily Scott placing Second overall.  Dani Ferens also competed in the Snowboarding 
section and was first female and third overall in a field of 15.

On the volleyball court we had five exceptional girls represent Te Totara at the recent 
Australian Champs – Kate Caradus, Jess Alloway, Brydie Reeve, Tiana Chaney and Olivia 
Smith all represented the school with pride and passion, and Kate and Jess’s U19 team 
came away with the silver medal.  Well done to all!

Kate Caradus and Jess Alloway with their silver medals from the recent 
Australian Volleyball champs

NCG Sports Committee members during their 50km 
relay run at Saxton Oval.

The opening ceremony of the Superclub netball tournament at NCG

The NCG A Ski Team collecting their overall TSS Title

The netball season is coming to a close, with our Senior A team 
in the final preparation for SISS in two week’s time.  NCG was 
lucky enough to host the opening ceremony of the New Zealand 
Superclub Netball Tournament on August 17th, with teams from 
NZ, Australia, Scotland, Singapore, South Africa and Fiji and Samoa 
being welcomed by over 150 students and supporters.  New 
Zealand Netball were ecstatic with the event and look forward to 
our relationship with them in 2019.  Well done everyone!

And last but by no means least, the sports committee here at NCG 
and their ‘sports support’ relay at Saxton Oval Track recently, to 
raise money for a sports hardship fund here at school.  The crew 
ran 125 laps of the track in 4 hours 55 minutes and 33 seconds, 
and thanks to the generosity of sponsors and donators raised 
$1421 dollars, enough for three years funding.  Amazing effort 
girls, you should be proud of the legacy you will leave NCG.
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August was an incredibly busy month for the Music Department. After years of hosting a popular Mid-Winter Music concert, we realised 
that we now have so many top quality performers that we needed to split the concert into three different sections, creating our first ever 
"Mid Winter Concert Series"!

The first was a Rock and Jazz concert in the school hall, featuring lively performances from rock and jazz groups, plus a range of solo 
performers, as well as flute and saxophone groups.

Next came the lunchtime concert open to the public in the Nelson Centre of Musical Arts (NCMA), where the audience was entertained 
by a wonderful selection of musical theatre, piano and organ solos, along with Bel Canto choir.

Finally, the evening performance at the NCMA was a sell-out, with voice, piano, violin and organ soloists, Chamber groups, the Orchestra 
and Pre-Orchestra, Bel Canto and Prep Choirs all performing beautifully. The grand finale, where all 150+ students came together for a 
wonderful rendition of Seasons of Love, was stunning.

Unfortunately, we can't include all the hundreds more images, but we hope that the following montage of photos demonstrates the 
wide range of disciplines and ages of all the performers.  

Huge thanks go to Mr Altments, Ms Foote, Ms Bennett, Ms Cowie, Ms Shearer, Mr Rogers, Ms Laing and Mr Williams, but especially to 
Molly Wilkin for her wonderful compering of all three concerts and Mr Payne for his vision and hard work to make the Mid-Winter Series 
a resounding success.

Meanwhile, Bel Canto Choir performed at Nelson Cathedral's Commemoration Service, as well as the Blessing of the Fleet on Wakefield 
Quay.  Also, the Jazz Band took part in the Jazz Competition and it was lovely to see a first time entry from the NCG Jazz Combo.

Finally, last week saw our talented Prep band Four Roses win two awards at BandQuest, for Best Musicianship and Best Original Song! 

NB: Some photos are of rehearsals.  Thanks also to Tim Cuff for his photos of the Blessing of the Fleet and the Jazz Competition.

Music
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Music Continued...
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Careers & Future Pathways

Welcome 

This term is continuing to be very busy with subject selection and Year 13 students preparing 
for tertiary study.  

Subject Selection 2019 

The Subject Selection process for 2019 is now well underway and the Careers team will meet 
in the coming weeks with some of your daughters to discuss their subject choices.  Students 
should have inputted their subjects into the portal by Monday 3rd September. Once this 
process is complete parents will be sent home a slip to sign so they can see what subjects 
their daughters have chosen. 

Seniors – Scholarship Applications and Limited Entry Courses  

Seniors are advised that they must check closing dates for limited entry courses and 
scholarship applications, for both university and polytechnic courses of study.  Students 
can access the givME or MoneyHub databases for further scholarship information.  Many 
scholarships require a school reference.  If your daughter requires a school reference she 
needs to contact the Careers Administrator. 

StudyLink – Student Loans and Allowances 

Students thinking about further study after they leave school have many choices to make. 
“Sussed Online” is a great way to get thinking about what it will cost to live and study.  We 
encourage parents and students to check it out at www.studylink.govt.nz. To apply for a 
student loan or student allowance students need to apply online using this website. 

C
A

RE
ER

S 
TE

A
M

HOD - Careers 
HOLA - Commerce &

Future Pathways

Ms Robyn McLean 
robyn.mclean@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 807

Gateway Co-ordinator

Mrs Alex Coombs-King 
alex.coombsking@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 858

Gateway Co-ordinator

Mrs Lucy McElrea 
lucy.mcelrea@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 858

Careers Administrator

Mrs Danie Hall 
danie.hall@ncg.school.nz 

548 3104  ext. 850
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SEPTEMBER

Mon 10 Otago University Course Planning 10.30am Careers Centre

Mon 10 AUT Course Planning 11.10am Careers Centre

Wed 26 Massey Course Planning 11.30am in C4

Thu 27 Victoria University Couse Planning 1.30pm Careers Centre

https://www.studylink.govt.nz/
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DATE EVENT

W
EE

K 
7 Wednesday 5th September Year 13 Music Performance Evening

Thursday 6th September Teacher Only Day

Friday 7th September Mid Term Break

W
EE

K 
8 Tuesday 11 September BOT Meeting

Wednesday 12 September NCG School Exams - Begin

Saturday 15 September Nelson College Year 13 Ball

W
EE

K 
9 Monday 17 September NCG School Exams - Continue

Thursday 20 September NCG School Exams - Last Day

Calendar

International

Please welcome our new international student this term from China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan and Thailand!

The international ski trip to Rainbow was a great success again this year. It snowed so there was fresh powder but the sun also 
shone and everyone had a lovely day!



PAGE 7
NCG Newsletter  |  Term 3  |  Week 6  |  2018

During Pride Week, NCG's LGBT+ Alliance group, GALS, partnered with the library to make a display focusing on the rainbow books 
Nelson College for Girls has to offer.  
This was a great display based on the campaign "Out on The Shelves" which was designed by NZ LGBT+ alliance organisation 'Inside 
Out'.  Our display was then entered into Inside Out's display competition, where it won the best display in a school category! The prize 
was some resourceful rainbow book additions for the school library, which will be available for students to read soon. 
GALS, Girls Alliance of LGBT+ and straight allies, is for all supportive students and runs every Monday lunchtime in Room A4. 
Big thank you to the library & librarians for all the support! 
Katie Greenaway & Sarah Eynon.

Learning Resource Hub

Nelson College for Girls has been selected by Microsoft as a 2018-2019 Microsoft School. We have been selected for our excellence 
in transforming the learning environment to deliver a more personalised education to our students by using mobile and cloud 
technology. 

The use of technology in and beyond the classroom facilitates an extensive learning process. And here at NCG, we are proud to be a 
certified partner of Microsoft. As a Microsoft School, we will work closely with them to lead innovation in education. Our vision is to 
give our students the skills they will need for their ongoing success at the completion of their secondary schooling.

Microsoft
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SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAMME $1000 TO THE SCHOOL

What’s more, $250 of this will go to the class, college team or group you nominate.

Grant Chaney

Licensee Salesperson
grant.chaney@raywhite.com 
grantchaney.co.nz
027 533 1759
Baldwin and Brown (Nelson) Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

School Partnership Programme is a nationwide programme designed by Ray 
White to  raise funds for local schools.

As part of the Ray White partnership with Nelson College for Girls, when 
Grant Chaney completes a sale for a school family or referral, he will donate 

Sponsor - Ray White

Gold Sponsor - TM Covers
WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS AS OUR SCHOOL PARTNER  
Please support these businesses and make sure you mention you’re part of the Nelson College for Girls’ 
family
TM COVERS (formerly Transport & Marine Covers) is the provider of the smart shade sail at the school canteen as well as 
those at the pool.  They are the leading company in the top of the south for all quality outdoor fabric and canvas products.  
They make a wide range of products, from shade sails to outdoor blinds, awnings, outdoor beanbags & cushions, PVC covers, 
tarpaulins, calf shelters, swimming pool covers, truck covers and curtains and boat covers.  They also have Nelson’s widest range 
of hire tarpaulins available.  
Contact them to discuss your requirements.
www.tmcovers.co.nz

Nelson College for Girls

For more information: www.ncg.school.nz/boarding.html
vanessa.white@ncg.school.nz  |  03 548 1332

Our boarders enjoy academic success,
make lifelong friendships and build
strong connections within the 
school and its community.

Have you considered boarding
at Nelson College for Girls?

7 day, 5 day & short term
options are available

Boarding

http://www.tmcovers.co.nz

