
I AM WAN-TING JUNG FROM TAIWAN
and this was my speech to the girls at the end of year International Assembly.

Hi everyone! As you all know, I am Wendy and I have been your international leader from 2015 onwards. I came to NZ in 2013 
which was 4 years ago. Most of y’all might find this hard to believe but when I first came here, I was a very shy, quiet person 
who didn’t want to talk to anyone. This was because I was worried about embarrassing myself in front of people who spoke 
fluently in English as it was their first language. But now as the years have gone by, I have started opening up more to people 
as I realised that was the only way I would be able to improve my English grammar, which would in turn help to boost my 
confidence. What we all need to remember is that the only way we can improve ourselves is by making mistakes, am I right?

I have always been into playing sports and so I wanted to continue with that even after I came here and hence I joined various 
sports clubs. I remember the first club that I joined was the social volleyball club. The good thing about joining a social club 
is that you are able to meet new people and it helps to improve your English too. These clubs helped build my confidence 
level up, so in Year 12 I decided to apply for the position of the International Representative of the school on the Student 
Council. To my good luck I landed up getting it. There was a reason behind me wanting to get this position-it was so that I 
could help the international students mix with the local students. This would help them build long lasting friendships as well 
as being able to get themselves fully involved, not only in the kiwi culture but also with the various other cultures that we 
have present in our school. I really hope that I have been able to succeed in my goal which I did by having a committee expo 
in 2015 as well as a school carnival in 2016.

So I guess what I am trying to say is hold onto every opportunity that is given to you as in the end we only regret the 
opportunities that we don’t make use of. I feel that only when we make the most of the opportunities that we are given here 
at NCG, can they help to make our stay fun and worthwhile. So don’t hesitate or worry about making a mistake, we all make 
mistakes!

To all the Year 13s out there I hope y’all have your plans sorted out for next year, but even if you don’t it’s fine, you will be able 
to figure it out in time. And to the other year groups out here I just have one tiny message for you guys and that is to make 
use of every opportunity that is given to you and I hope to see you guys again in the near future!

I want to end this speech by leaving y’all with a challenge Iike maybe try and learn a few Maori words each week or maybe 
do something simple like trying a bit of marmite on your toast which is a kiwi delicacy!


