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Welcome to Nelson College for Girls. You will find 
information here that will give you a sense of the 
wealth of opportunities that our school can offer 

your daughter, in both academic and co-curricular 
activities. We pride ourselves on providing a world 

class education for our young women in a very 
caring and supportive environment. 

Nelson College for Girls has a proud history of more than 130 years.  
Our young women emerge with confidence and a sense of pride 

in themselves, their school and in achieving to the best of their 
abilities. Often they gain inspiration from the successes  

of the women who have preceded them.  

A strength of Nelson College for Girls lies in the calibre of its staff.   
They provide our students with a holistic education through  

their passion for their curriculum subjects and therefore 
 foster a love of learning in our young women.

A visit to our website will give you further information about our 
College. We look forward to welcoming you and your daughter to our 

school, to introduce you to all that we have to offer and to begin the 
educational journey your daughter deserves.

Mauri ora
Cathy Ewing

PRINCIPAL
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WELCOME
NAU MAI  HAERE MAI
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TAONGA TUKU IHO

Nelson College for Girls is proud of its history and 
of the thousands of young women who have been 

educated here and who have gone out to take their 
place in society. They can be found in all walks of 

life. Many of our Old Girls have achieved outstanding 
success in professional life, in business and in a variety 

of ways, not only in New Zealand but overseas.

The moment you walk through the gates of Nelson 
College for Girls there is a sense of the past as well as 

the 21st century. The beautiful gates that greet you 
were given to the school by the Old Girls’ Association 

in 1933 for the 50th Jubilee. The Alumni Association 
also supports our young women in so many ways.  
The College looks forward to continuing its proud 

traditions of excellence over the next 100 years.

Established in 1883, Nelson College for Girls 
has a proud tradition of providing outstanding 

education for girls, within a nurturing 
environment. Our first Principal, Kate Edger,  
was the first woman in the British Empire to 

graduate with a Bachelor’s Degree. The spirit 
of this accomplishment is still reflected in the 

emphasis we place on striving hard for success.
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HERITAGE
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TRADITION

‘
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As a school we strive to establish a positive and stimulating 
school culture that ensures each student is given the 

opportunity to aim high to achieve their personal best.  
At the heart of this is identifying the strengths and areas for 

development of all students, as well as preparation for the  
ever changing world that they will contribute to.

At Nelson College for Girls, our teachers want the very best  
for each student and they work with passion and diligence  

to achieve this goal. Their commitment provides an 
environment where success is encouraged and celebrated. 

Our school embraces an holistic education with the focus 
not solely on a strong academic performance but also on the 
need to develop well rounded young people, who are ready 

to take a full part in our society. Nelson College for Girls enjoys 
a justifiable reputation for strong academic success and offers 

a wide range of curriculum choices. Our aim is to provide 
every student with the skills to become a life-long learner.

To educate and empower young women 
through revealing and nurturing 

individual talent, thus enabling them to 
participate confidently and to achieve 

their potential in a changing world.
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‘It is the mark of an educated mind to be able 
to entertain a thought without accepting it’  

– Aristotle 
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Personal excellence in all we do
Ko te tawhiti, whāia kia tata, ko te pae tata, whakamaua kia tĪna

Respect ourselves, each other and the environment
Mā te tuakana ka tōtika te teina, mā te teina ka tōtika te tuakana

Integrity and innovation
Whāia te mātauranga hei oranga mō koutou

Diversity – celebration of a range of cultures
E koekoe te tui, e ketekete te kākā, e kūkū to kererū

Empathy, caring
Aroha mai, aroha atu

Our school values of PRIDE echo our motto  
‘Pietas, Probitas et Sapientia’  

Loyalty, Honesty and Wisdom.

Our young women are encouraged to develop confidence and 
a sense of pride in achieving to the best of their abilities.  They 

demonstrate pride in themselves and their school. This is reflected 
in our expectations for focused learning in the classroom and for 

immaculate presentation in all areas of school life.
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PRIDE
WHAKAHIHI
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This system ensures that we understand the needs 
of the whole person for each student as they move 
through the school. The tutor teacher and Dean are 

responsible for each student’s pastoral care. The Dean 
follows the year group for all of their five years at 

Nelson College for Girls. This gives consistent support 
throughout this time. In addition our Guidance staff 

and our liaison teachers for Māori students and 
boarders all provide relevant support.    

To succeed, young women need to be 
known individually and each needs to 

be nurtured. The College’s Pastoral Care 
system ensures that our students are 

supported to strive to be the  
very best they can be. 
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By the time a young woman leaves the school she is 
confident, articulate, aware of her strengths and able 

to identify and set goals for the areas that require more 
development. She is focused and ready for the next 
phase of her journey through life. She knows where 

she wants to go and will be well equipped  
with the tools to enable her to get there.

‘Education is the kindling of a flame, not 
the filling of a vessel’ – Socrates 
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NURTURING

‘
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Each year our students achieve well beyond the national 
average in NCEA at all levels. Endorsement of certificates at 

both Excellence and Merit levels is very high and is celebrated 
each year with the whole school. Every year a number of 

students also attain Scholarship. This success is across a wide 
range of subject areas from English to all of the Sciences to 
History to Visual and Performing Arts. We have consistently 

had one of our students each year achieve Scholarship in  
three subjects, thereby attaining a National Scholarship.  

Academic success is extremely important and 
the school enjoys a reputation for offering a wide 

range of curriculum choices. The school takes 
seriously its responsibility to help its students 

become successful life-long learners.  
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Nelson College for Girls is extremely fortunate to have 
attracted outstanding teachers, fully committed to and 

passionate about their curriculum area as well as to 
building positive relationships with young people.  

In the junior school students experience all eight curriculum 
areas, thereby keeping their education broad before they 
begin to specialise in the senior school. We have a strong  

belief that, in our global world, learning a second  
language, at least for one year, is also very important.

‘The main hope of a nation lies in the  
education of its youth’ – Erasmus  
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ACHIEVEMENT

‘
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WHAKATUTUKITANGA
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Learning in the 21st century now has an important component of 
using devices for learning effectively. Since 2014, our school has 

encouraged students to bring their own devices to school  
to facilitate their learning. The benefits of this are now very 

 evident, as students welcome the more immediate feedback  
from their teachers that working online can facilitate. 

The range of interactive programmes online is increasing all of  
the time. Our students are learning to be savvy users of  

this technology to enhance their understanding.  
This has shown an increase in learning with our students.

Teaching young people to be confident and responsible users of 
devices is extremely important. Their world of work will require 

them to be confident, connected people and our Bring Your Own 
Device programme supports this type of learning very well.

For subjects that require very large and specialised programmes, 
such as Music, Printmaking, Media Studies and Graphics, we have 
retained some computer laboratories to facilitate this learning. In 

some subjects, recent technology such as 3-D printers are now 
being used, enriching the projects that can be undertaken.

We are very proud of our provision of  
up-to-date technologies to support 

learning and of our students’ engagement 
with their own devices at school.
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‘The principle goal of education is to create 
men and women who are capable of doing 
new things, not simply repeating what other 

generations have done’ – Jean Piaget 
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TECHNOLOGY
HANGARAU 

‘
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Why Such Good Academic Results?
Scientists at the University of Lausanne have found that “fundamental gender 
differences exist in the structure of the human cerebral cortex.”   
The gender of a person can be identified just by looking at a person’s 
brain. Such differences affect how males and females learn, from birth.

In all-girls’ schools, girls:
 � do better academically and are more likely to graduate from tertiary 

education
 � are more likely to choose Maths and Science courses and excel in them
 � are more likely to take on leadership responsibility 
 � have a greater sense of self-esteem
 � are more likely to be professionals or hold executive or managerial  

positions in business

Teachers of girls only can therefore orient their teaching methods and learning 
pace to the way girls’ brains “work”.  Girls also mature socially at a younger age 
than boys and this, too, positively affects learning in the classroom.

This is why all-girls’ schools continue to be sought after internationally, and 
why parents have confidence that single sex education puts girls “in a class of 
their own” – literally!

Academic research in many countries continues  
to affirm the distinct advantages offered by all-girls’ 

schools. The academic results gained in all-girls’ schools 
consistently top the achievement statistics in these 

countries. These are not just results gained by the 
‘cleverest’ of students. Students in all-girls’ schools 

consistently out-perform girls in co-education.  
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GIRLS’ SCHOOL

KURA KOHINE
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Our students are offered a wonderful 
array of extra opportunities to support the 

curriculum, both in subject areas and to ensure 
development of the Key Competencies.
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Many subjects offer additional competitions for students to enter, such 
as the ICAS assessments, Alliance Française competition, Mathletics 

and Science Fair to name but a few. Additional tutorials  
and preparation for scholarship are also offered. Regular  

exchanges overseas are possible for languages students and a  
variety of subjects take biennial overseas curriculum trips.

Our Gifted and Talented students are also provided with opportunities 
to extend their passions, through interschool quiz nights and events 

organised by both the school and the Ministry of Inspiration.

Students are also able to take on a wide range of leadership 
opportunities. In the junior school this could be such roles as a Tutor 

Class Leader, member of the Student Council, Te Kahui Tauira or 
librarian. In the senior school these roles remain but in addition there 

are rich opportunities to lead through committees and through being a 
Head Student in Year 13. These roles cover responsibility for Academic, 

Arts, Houses, Sport and Heads of Boarding and School. Within this 
group, our Kaitaunaki are leaders of our Māori students.  

There are many groups that students can belong to such as Chess, 
Future Problem Solving, Anime, Kapa haka, Enviro Action  

Group, Amnesty International, Rockquest and many more.

‘Give a man a fish and you feed him for a 
day; teach a man to fish and you feed him 

for a lifetime’ – Maimonides
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There are a wealth of opportunities for girls to become 
passionate pursuers of a wide range of activities outside  

the classroom. These cover the full range of the Arts  
– both performing and visual arts.

In Music there are many groups to join, including our award 
winning Stella Nova choir, and Jazz Band. Itinerant music lessons 
also enable our students to discover or enhance a musical talent.

In Drama there are a wide range of opportunities from  
Theatre Sports to the Sheilah Winn Shakespeare festival  
to joint productions with Nelson College. Our successful 

kapahaka group, Pikimai, enables students to learn about  
and to take part in significant aspects of tikanga.

The artistic creations by students on the walls of our buildings 
demonstrate the strength of the visual arts in our school and the 

wish of students to show their talents in a public way.

Talented teachers, visiting musicians and artists, the opportunity 
to attend exhibitions and to benefit from the local artistic talent 

that the Nelson region enjoys make for an environment where 
talent is nurtured, challenged and where achievement results.

Opportunities abound for our girls to 
discover their natural abilities and talents in 

the arts and to develop them.  
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‘All that is valuable in human society depends 
upon the opportunity for development 

accorded the individual’ – Albert Einstein 
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ARTS
NGA TOI
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We have a strong record of highly successful individual 
sportswomen, as well as winning teams, at both regional 

and national levels. A strong network of coaches in 
all major sporting codes is pivotal to ensuring the 

development of both fitness, skill level and the passion 
of being part of a successful team. For these girls, 

development of their talent through skill development 
and competition is very important. Our state of the art 
Health and Fitness Centre enables us to offer excellent 

practice facilities for indoor sports.  

Nelson College for Girls also has a strong record of 
participation in sport for recreation. Students are 

encouraged to participate in team and individual sports, 
within the school, as well as at a regional level.  

Through these experiences, not only do they keep 
 fit but they also learn about co-operation and  

collaboration as part of a team.
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Our vision for sport at Nelson College 
for Girls is to empower our students by 

revealing and nurturing individual talent 
and encouraging participation.

‘Champions are made from something they have 
deep inside them – a desire, a dream, a vision’  

– Muhammad Ali   
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SPORTS
HAKINAKINA

‘
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Nelson College for Girls has exceptional 
facilities that enhance the learning 

environment and support the work of great 
teachers. Our classrooms are well resourced 

and we have a full range of specialist facilities.  
These include our excellent Science and 
Technology laboratories, our dedicated 

 Careers Centre, our contemporary  
Performing Arts Suite and our modern library.
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We are well provisioned for 21st century learning with 
excellent facilities that support all requirements of the 

curriculum. Wireless internet is available across the 
campus so that students may connect their electronic 

devices whenever their learning requires online access. 

To support our physical education and sporting programmes, there is 
a full-sized swimming pool and extensive gymnasium complexes.

All our buildings meet the Government’s stringent earthquake  
safety standards and are maintained to a high standard. A feature  

on the exterior of some of our buildings are the evocative  
murals that have been created by our talented students.

Our grounds are beautiful, with mature established trees and  
parklike areas for students to relax in at lunchtime.
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FACILITIES
RATONGA

‘
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Our boarders are a very special group within  
our school. The 150 students who call our 

boarding hostel home come from a  
wide range of places, both within  

and beyond New Zealand. 

Our modern boarding house, Clarice Johnstone House, 
offers all of the advantages of a traditional boarding school 

life to these students. The hostel, which is made up of two 
buildings situated in the College grounds, accommodates 

151 students in comfortable, well designed facilities.   
The newest accommodation block, the Levels,  

was opened in 2011 and provides excellent individual 
accommodation for our Year 13 boarders.

Boarding students enjoy a full range of study and 
recreational opportunities, in an atmosphere of trust and 
shared responsibility. Particular care is taken of students 

living a long way from home. With a family atmosphere it 
is a supportive, secure environment, which is a home  

away from home. A big sister-little sister scheme 
successfully ensures that senior girls look after 

 and mentor the junior students.
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BOARDING
KURA NOHO
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Within the current school there are 40 different nationalities 
represented. This shows that the school is a microcosm of 

the world that we live in – “the global society”. This richness 
is celebrated during Cultural Diversity week, when the entire 

school joins together to celebrate and enjoy the music, 
dance, food and dress of its many ethnic groups. However, 

this celebration is also part of our every day school life, as we 
appreciate and are enriched by ethnic, religious and cultural 

diversity, by differing points of view and by diverse heritages.

There is a strong support system for our international and 
migrant students. A sound ESOL programme enables those 

students whose English is not strong to quickly improve their 
skills so that they can take a full part in the life of the school.

Our international students have the opportunity  
to live in our hostel or in home-stay families.

The College welcomes students from all 
around the world, who come to our school 

because they seek a world-class education in 
Nelson, New Zealand. We value the  

diversity that they add to our school.
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‘Education is the most powerful weapon, which 
you can use to change the world’  

–  Nelson Mandela 
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INTERNATIONAL
O TE AO

‘
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Pietas 
Love and respect for others

Seeking high standards by which to live and work

Growing in wisdom

Pu–mau

Pono

Pu–mahara

Probitas

Sapientia

     

PAST TO FUTURE

Our motto, which has been in place for over a century, is as 
relevant today as it was when it was developed. This motto has 

strong links with our more recent development of our  
Values of PRIDE and with our Vision statement:

To educate and empower young women through revealing and 
nurturing individual talent, thus enabling them to participate 

confidently and to achieve their potential in a changing world.

We strive to ensure that our graduates are confident, 
articulate, focused and resilient young women. We expect 

them to have a strong sense of self-responsibility but to 
also be aware of their responsibilities towards others.  

We want them to have a concern for social justice and  
the commitment to make the world a better place.

In the words of our School Song:
We give thanks for the life of our College

We give thanks for the pursuit of knowledge
Nelson Girls is the place to be!
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‘Haere whakamua, hoki whakamuri’  
– going forward, thinking back 
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Nelson College for Girls
P O Box 842

Nelson 7040, New Zealand
ph: +64 3 548 3104       email: admin@ncg.school.nz       www.ncg.school.nz


