
WHY CHOOSE AN ALL GIRLS’SCHOOL?

Nelson College for Girls
400 Trafalgar Street South
P O Box 842, Nelson 7040

Ph: +0064 3 548 3104
email: admin@ncg.school.nz
Website: www.ncg.school.nz

Nelson College for Girls strives to educate 
and empower young women in a way that 
reveals and nurtures individual talent so 
that they can participate confidently and 
achieve their potential in a changing world. 

Nelson College for Girls

OUR GIRLS SAY:

 9 Great range of subject choices. 

 9 Modern facilities including a new Sport and 
Fitness Centre in 2008 and a refurbished 
Performing Arts Suite and Library in 2013. 

 9 Drama - lots of opportunities. 

 9 Extensive sporting opportunities. 

 9 Lots of social events - dances with Nelson 
College, balls, bands. 

 9 Leadership opportunities, including running 
of Arts Week, Sports Week and so on. 

 9 Students run things - Student Council, 
Committees, Junior and Senior Leaders. 

 9 International focus - lots of overseas links 
and exchanges. 

 9 Music - award winning choirs, bands, 
chamber groups. 

 9 Singing assembly fun! 

 9 Student leadership.

What makes NCG
a cool school?



Cathy Ewing
Principal

NCG

In an all girls' school,
girls can do anything 
because they HAVE
to do everything!

Recent studies in North America, UK, Australia 
and New Zealand continue to affirm that there 
are distinct advantages offered by all girls’ 
schools.  

The academic results gained by girls’ schools each 
year top the list of schools in any  country.  

These are not just results gained by the ‘cleverest’ 
of students who attend - it means that all of the 
students  collectively perform to such a level 
as to raise the schools’ profile in every area of  
assessment.

Why an all
girls' school?

Studies show that girls 
in an all girls' school...

Why do all girls' schools 
have such good
academic results?

 9 Are more likely to choose Maths and Science 
courses and excel in them 

 9 Do better academically and in examinations for 
university entrance 

 9 Are more likely to go on to tertiary education 

 9 Have a less stereotyped view of men’s versus 
women’s occupations 

 9 Have a greater sense of self-esteem 

 9 Are more likely to graduate from tertiary studies 

 9 Are more likely to be professionals or hold 
executive or managerial positions in business 

 9 Are more likely to take on leadership

Scientists at the University of Lausanne * have found 
that “fundamental gender differences exist in the 
structure of the human cerebral cortex.”  

It is not possible by looking at someone’s brain to tell 
the ethnicity of a person, but one can tell whether 
that person is male or female. 

Such differences affect how males and females 
learn, from babyhood on.  A two year old boy, for 
example, is three times more likely than a girl to be 
able to build a bridge out of blocks, and conversely, 
a three year old girl can interpret facial expression as 
well as, or better than, a five year old boy.  

Little wonder then, that when a teacher faces a class 
of girls only, the past learning, learning styles, group 
dynamics, teaching methods and pace of the lesson 
can be orientated to the way girls’ brains “work”.   It 
is known that girls mature socially at a younger age 
than boys and this, too, has an effect on the rate and 
levels of learning in the classroom.

It is for these reasons that girls’ only schools 
continue to be sought after internationally, and why 
the outcomes generated in them continue to assure 
parents that single sex education puts girls “in a 
class of their own” - literally.

*Source: Journal of Neuropathology and Experimental 
Neurology, January 2002, 61, (1) 46 - 57.


